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only do marked differences exist within a given group, but
great variability is likewise evident within the Individual
child. Some children have had experiences that make them
proficient in number ability although they have a poor vo-
cabulary, while others can comprehend printed sentences,
but lack fundamental concepts of numbers.
Evidence is accumulating to show that there is a psycho-
logical moment for learning to read, to write, and to do
long division. This psychological moment is different for
each child, depending upon his ability, experiences, and
purposes.
LEARNING   TO   SUSTAIN   ATTENTION
The habit of sustained attention is acquired through
engaging in challenging tasks. If the school day is not
divided into arbitrary periods, each child will have the op-
portunity to build, or read, or print as long as the task holds
his attention. If a child begins to show restlessness, listless-
ness, or other signs of fatigue in an unusually short time,
the teacher will re-examine the child's occupation with refer-
ence to his ability and maturity and if it seems to be suitable,
point out new and intriguing aspects. If a child's interest
continues to be keen, the teacher will, i£ possible, allow
him to work a little longer rather than to direct him abruptly
to something else just because the clock has struck. In this
way children become accustomed to increasingly longer
periods of sustained activity. Attention cannot be de-
manded. It is a by-product of interest and maturity.
ACQUIRING   GRACE    A N B   SKILL   IN
MOVEMENT
Anyone engaged for the first time in manual or physical
activity requiring complicated co-ordination is clumsy. He
makes many unnecessary and awkward movements. "His
fingers are all thumbs/' With practice the whole pattern of
learning is simplified. A teacher or parent may help a child
to acquire a given skill by demonstrating a correct starting
position and by pointing out successful movements, such as:

